16 February 2023

As of today, the 7.8 magnitude earthquake and aftershocks that struck Tiirkiye and Syria
have killed over 40,000 people, injured tens of thousands, and left even more homeless.
Having lived and worked in Gazientep for many years, [ am devastated by the tragic
loss of life and the destruction of a place I used to call home and its surroundings.
Along with my colleagues at the Global Refugee-led Network (GRN), we stand with all
those affected by this tragedy and mourn the lives lost.

Many Syrian refugees in our Network also call Gazientep home. A majority of the total
4 million Syrian refugees residing in Tiirkiye live in Gazientep. Tragically, many of the
provinces in Tiirkiye hit hardest by the earthquakes host large refugee populations.
Some of these refugees have experienced displacement as many as 20 times because of
the decade-long conflict in Syria.

In Syria, the earthquake has caused a crisis to unfold within a crisis. More than 4,000
people have now been reported dead in the country and UNHCR has preliminarily
estimated that 5.3 million people there will require assistance. Yet aid agencies are
struggling to respond to the crisis. Vital infrastructure in Syria was already unstable due
to the ongoing conflict — even before the earthquakes, only 40% of hospitals were
functional, and more than 2 million people required shelter assistance. Now, the
earthquakes have also cut off energy access to many impacted areas. Humanitarian
assistance is particularly slow to reach Northwest Syria; critical aid deliveries face
roadblocks and already-shorthanded rescue workers often have to halt operations due to
security concerns. All of that means thousands of people, including many children and
the elderly, will face a harsh, sub-zero winter without shelter, electricity, heat, clean
water, or adequate sanitation.

The people of Tiirkiye and Syria dealing with the painful aftermath of the earthquakes
will need a sustained and comprehensive humanitarian response across affected areas as
the situation develops from immediate life-saving activities to rebuilding efforts over
the next few months.

Some of the most critical needs of the impacted individuals are:

- Basic needs — food, water, core relief items, winterization assistance (including
winter clothing), medicine, and hygiene and sanitation assistance;

- Shelter assistance — the freezing temperatures are forcing people back into
structures that are at risk of collapsing; shelter is also particularly important for
women and children who are vulnerable to further abuse and exploitation if they
are constantly displaced. This also includes providing temporary
accommodation (3 months) for families in close regions and cities, such as
Aleppo, Idleb, Latakkia and Gazientep;

- Health services for women — including hygiene items, maternity kits for
mothers and babies, and reproductive health services;

- Psychosocial support — particularly for children experiencing profound trauma;



- Legal support to help provide internally displaced people who do not have
documentation,;

- Community and livelihood rebuilding in the longer run especially for refugees
who already face resettlement challenges in their new communities.

Furthermore, the most urgent of these responses should be targeted towards the
communities that are most at-risk, such as those with serious medical cases and women
and children.

Local organizations, aid agencies and refugee-led initiatives are the first to respond and
are best placed to understand the needs on the ground. They also occupy an important
role in facilitating rescue efforts within a conflict zone in Syria where access to aid is
stymied by complex political dynamics. To bridge funding gaps and support those local
efforts as they continue to mobilize, please consider donating to these groups, many of
which were compiled by Asylum Access and The Resourcing Refugee Leadership
Initiative (RRLI):

SAWA for Development and Aid
Basmeh and Zeitooneh

White Helmets

Molham Team

Violet

Action for Humanity

SAMS

Rahma Worldwide

SFUSA

MedGlobal

Physicians Across Continents- Turkey
Syria Relief and Development (SRD)
Hand in Hand

Deutsch-Syrischer Verein e.V. DSV
Adopt Revolution

Swasia Charity Foundation

NuDay Syria
Biindnis Entwicklung Hilft and Aktion Deutschland Hilft

The Global Refugee-led Network commends these organizations for all of the important
work they are doing and stands in solidarity with all of those affected by the earthquake.

In solidarity,
Amer

Chair, Global Refuge-led Network (GRN)


https://asylumaccess.org/turkiye-syria-earthquakes/
https://www.launchgood.com/campaign/syria_earthquake_emergency_reponse_1?src=#!/
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=7911b7f3b0&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=bbf722b53b&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=792dfffcde&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=58e30770d5&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=49fda57101&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=cc63c28e1a&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=86c6a5a15b&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=1c61e7b599&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=bf4a33fca3&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://www.facebook.com/PACTurkey/?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=f014f45646&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=756939ee55&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=b0d23602b1&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=c94d357aac&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=079957c335&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=dd8f67d17e&e=3e3f6e6ee5
https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=c8401f5dc6&e=3e3f6e6ee5%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank%22%20%5Co%20%22https://asylumaccess.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9366053d26e0045c1bbf10365&id=c8401f5dc6&e=3e3f6e6ee5

